Passover and Holy Day Observances
since the First Century

By Craig M White
Version 5.2

“A nation [or Church] that forgets its past has no future” (Winston Churchill)

Were the holy days observed by Christians since the first century?
If so, is there definite proof for these observances over the centuries?
This chart aims to demonstrate that holy day observances did continue for centuries since the Apostles
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Introductory Remarks

Recently (April 2018) | was prompted to assemble this chart after receiving a series of e-mails about whether the holy days listed in Leviticus 23 were
observed after the first century and whether this was traceable. My readings over many years suggested that such holy day observance longevity can be
demonstrated.

This was something that | had thought to do on a number of occasions for 20 or more years, but | had other priorities. One of the hinderances was that 90-
95% or so of my library has been in storage for many years — proofs for tracing holy day observance (outside of Jewish observance) would be contained
therein. However, | have endeavoured to do what | can and hopefully produce something helpful on the topic.

Much has been written on tracing the history of Sabbatarians century-by-century by a number of authors and especially Seventh-day Adventists and
Seventh Day Baptists. They have produced large books and charts to this effect which the Churches of God have based their formative historic research
upon (such as Facts of Faith, Truth Triumphant and Sabbath of God through the Centuries). This article does not duplicate the efforts of these and other
authors tracing the history of Sabbatarians. Rather it is devoted to finding evidence of Passover and holy day observance and documenting it but does not
purport to find an unbroken line of holy day observers.

While proofs abound that Sabbatarians have persisted every century since the first, we should ask ourselves:

Which groups were genuine and which off-track, cultic and weird? Did we always interpret these groups correctly?

How much information on these groups has been lost or misinterpreted? How much misrepresented?

What have scholars discovered in recent times about fringe sabbatarian groups?

Did the various groups ‘morph’ one into the other progressively? However, were there times that God also raised up new Works independently?
Did any of these Sabbatarian groups observe the Biblical holy days? and

ok wnNnRE

Were the holy days observed each century since the first whether by genuine groups or not?

Since the Christ and the first Apostles, God’s people have continued His way of life and system of beliefs to the best they could with the understanding they
had at that time. They may not have had our sense of organizational unity nor, as far as can be determined, did they call themselves ‘Church of God’ except
in the very occasional song book or on a church hall building. They went under other names.
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In this regard, we should acknowledge that these groups lost truth due to their scattering and persecution. That from time-to-time there were revivals of
the Work represented by the various Church eras (which we can also term as phases, epochs or stages). It is interesting that as one reads Herman Hoeh’s
booklet A True History of the True Church, he apparently equates each era with a new Work of God arising (comment: he realised that there were errors in
the booklet and it was withdrawn from circulation. Nevertheless, it contains much important historical information and concepts to hold on to).

The doctrines we hold on to includes the observing of the holy days and belief in seven restorations of the Work, also known as seven church eras.

Honest protestant scholars and other observers admit that the early church observed the Sabbath, holy days and such like and that later these people
became known as the Nazarenes. One such scholar is Troy Martin:

“The references to time in Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians exclusively reflect the adoption of a Jewish Calendar. Even in a place like
Corinth, Paul speaks of the first day for Sabbath (1 Cor 16.2), not the day of sun. He builds an elaborate argument based upon the festivals of
Passover and unleavened bread (1 Cor 5.6-8) in order to exhort the Corinthians, ‘Let us keep the festival’ (1Cor 5.8). Although the temporal
references in Paul’s letters are sparse, 1 Corinthians provides strong evidence for the Pauline adoption of the Jewish practice that marked
time by Festivals and Sabbaths.” (“Pagan and Judeo-Christian Time-Keeping Schemes in Gal 4.10 and Col 2.16,” New Testament Studies, Vol.
42, No. 1, 1996, pp. 105-19). [emphasis mine]

Another scholar notes the following concerning the early church:

“Daily and weekly private and congregational worship attempted to fulfil needs formerly met by the function of priests in the temple. Baptism
became still more important than before, assuming more responsibility for cleansing from sins, but it did not make circumcision unnecessary.
There continued to be scripture reading and exhortation in congregational worship services. Some of them observed the same calendar of
feasts as the majority of Jews and also the Jewish Sabbath, but they adhered to the Lord's Day and perhaps some of them even concurred with
Gentile-Christians in their Christian adjustments to the old agricultural calendar. Jewish-Christians of the second century were in closer
agreement with the theology of the NT and Jews of their day than they would have been with Catholic Christians who lived a few centuries
later.” (George Wesley Buchanan, “Worship, Feasts and Ceremonies in the Early Jewish-Christian Church,” New Testament Studies: An

International Journal, Vol. 26, No. 3, p. 297) [emphasis mine]

Further,
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“The festivals observed by the Apostolic Church were at first the same with those of the Jews; and the observance of these was continued,
especially by the Christians of Jewish birth, for a considerable time. A higher and more spiritual meaning, however, was attached to their
celebration; and particularly the Paschal feast commemoration of blessings actually bestowed in the death and resurrection of Christ" (The Life
and Epistles of St. Paul by Conybeare, p. 440)

Finally, one more quote. A well-known Church 'father' and Archbishop of Constantinople during the 4th century, John Chrysostom, attacked Sabbatarians
and Holy Day observers among Christians:

"Another very serious illness calls for any cure my words can bring, an illness which has become implanted in the body of the
Church. We must first root this ailment out and then take thought for matters outside; we must first cure our own and then be
concerned for others who are strangers.

"What is this disease? The festivals of the pitiful and miserable Jews are soon to march upon us one after the other and in quick
succession: the feast of Trumpets, the feast of Tabernacles, the fasts. There are many in our ranks who say they think as we do. Yet
some of these are going to watch the festivals and others will join the Jews in keeping their feasts and observing their fasts. | wish
to drive this perverse custom from the Church right now." (Eight Orations Against Judaizing Christians (387-88AD). Available online

at https://ccjr.us/dialogika-resources/primary-texts-from-the-history-of-the-relationship/chrysostom?fbclid=lwAR2he
y4gx0SfDkdpc3BPOWGY910cng0Q7r01TaNQ3LSz4vTLCHRa2MX{SoQ )

This demonstrates that Holy Day observance was still extant at that time, probably in larger numbers than many realize.

With the above in mind as background, following is a chart demonstrating holy day observance over the centuries: in this chart | document Sabbatarian
groups and non-Sabbatarian groups which observed the Passover and holy days since the early church.
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Century

First

Second

Third

Fourth

Fifth
Sixth

Seventh

Eighth

Chart. Holy Day observances since the first century

Religious
Organisation or
person

Early Church

Polycarp

Nazarenes

Nazarenes

Nazarenes

Ebionites

Nazarenes?
Nazarenes?

Paulicians of Armenia

Paulicians of Armenia

Source

Luke 2:41-42; John2:6; 7:14; Acts 2:1; 18:20-21;
20:16; 27:9; ICor 5:7-8; 16:8

Pionius in Life of Polycarp, Chapter 2. Translated
by J. B. Lightfoot, The Apostolic Fathers, vol. 3.2,
1889, pp. 488-506'

The Historic Phenomena and Theology of the
Nazarenes and Ebionites, pp. 1-2"
As above

As above

Lost Christianities— The Battles for Scripture and
the Faiths We Never Knew by BD Ehrman

The Key of Truth, pp. clxii, clii, cxciii, 186"

As above

Comment

Refer to Holy Day charts available online at
www.friendsofsabbath.org

He is accepted as successor to the Apostle John and some
believe he was part of or associated with the Nazarenes.
In addition to observing Passover on the 14 Abib and
Unleavened Bread, it is reported that he also observed the
Feast of Tabernacles.!

Observed all holy days. According to Acts 24:5 the early
church was known as the Nazarenes

Observed all holy days

Observed all holy days

Observed all holy days. Dependent on the source, they
were more Judaic than the Nazarenes and Ebionite was an
umbrella term for a number of heretical sects"

Some sources have them continuing for several centuries

Some sources have them continuing for several centuries

Observed Passover and Pentecost (also practiced water
baptism and were non-trinitarian). Many non-Church of
God scholars believed that they later developed into the
Bogomils and Waldenses

Observed all holy days
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Century

Ninth
Tenth

Eleventh

Twelve

Thirteenth

Fourteenth
Fifteenth

Sixteenth

Seventeenth

Religious
Organisation or
person

Paulicians of Armenia

Paulicians of Armenia

Pasagini of Lombardy

Pasagini of Lombardy
Various

Pasagini of Lombardy

Seeking information
Waldenses

Transylvanian
sabbatarians

Transylvanian
sabbatarians
John Traske

Source

As above
As above

An Ecclesiastical History: Ancient and Modern, p.
333
As above

What Became of the Church Jesus Built? p. 113"

“... the sect of the Pasagini. They say that ... the
Old Testament is to be observed in the matter of
feasts, circumcision, choice of foods, and in
almost all other respects, with the exception of
sacrifices”"

As above?

History of the Christian Church by William Jones*

The Beliefs and Practices of the Church of God in
Transylvania During the Middle Ages, 1588-1623,
by Gerhard O. Marx*

As above

“the fourteenth of the March moon to coincide
with the Jewish Passover, and should be followed

Comment

Observed all holy days
Observed all holy days

Observed the holy days and other OT laws (they observed
the Passover on 14 Abib)
Observed the holy days and other OT laws

Observed the Feast of Tabernacles

Further information and their ancient lineage available
here.™

Some Waldenses observed the Sabbath and Passover®

Observed all holy days. Other references: “The Sabbath-
Keepers of Transylvania,” (magazine supplement) Messiah
Magazine by D Lancaster; and “The Sabbatarians of
Hungary,” Jewish Quarterly Review, Vol. 2, 1 July 1890 by
W Bacher .

Highlights of Marx’s paper by Richard Nickels may be
found in the endnotes™

Observed all holy days

An English Sabbatarian from which sprung the groups that
became known as Sabbatarian Baptists, Church of Christ
and eventually Seventh Day Baptists.
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Century

Eighteenth

Nineteenth

Religious
Organisation or
person

John Tillman

John Maulden

Charleston
congregation of the
French Protestant
Church

Westerly or Hopkinton
Congregation

Transylvanian
sabbatarians
Sabbatarian Baptists

Transylvanian
sabbatarians

John Adams on Pitcairn
Island

Source

by the eating of unleavened bread for seven
days”

He observed Passover on 14 Abib which “was a
practice shared by several groups throughout

Christian history, most obviously the Ebionites.”*"

“made the argument that the observation of
Levitical dietary requirements was a designation
of Christian virtuosity.”*i

A noted sabbatarian believed in footwashing and
an annual Lord’s Supper (Passover)®™
http://18thccuisine.blogspot.com.au/ ™

Lesson 53, “Reaching the World with Power,”
Ambassador College Bible Correspondence
Course, pp. 7-8

As above

What Became of the Church Jesus Built? pp. 193-
94xxii

As above

Pitcairn. Island at the Edge of Time, p. 34

Comment

In 1600 “William Cotton reported that a Passover had
been celebrated in Exeter.””""

Non-sabbatarian but may have been influenced by
sabbatarians. Observed Passover and Unleavened Bread

Very likely observed the holy days

Observed all holy days

Observed annual meetings during the Feast of
Tabernacles in 1700s from time-to-time. Many practiced
foot-washing™

Observed all holy days. They existed up until the
nineteenth or twentieth century before many or most
were absorbed into Judaism*V

The book, of course, mentions the SDA influence on the
island, but also that the leader of the islanders in the early

10
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Century

Religious
Organisation or
person

An unattached group in
Philadelphia
Various

Sabbatarians in West
Virginia

Seventh Month
Movement

Church of God

Israelite Church of God

Greenberry G Rupert

Source

History of the Church of God (7" Day), p. 66™"i

David Arnold believed in an annual Lord’s
Supper/Passover®i

Various Sabbatarian groups observed Passover on
14 AbipVil

A True History of the True Religion, pp.201, 203;
“Has God’s Church always kept the Passover?”
Reviews You Can Use, March-April 1993, p. 32°
Various sources

The Journey, pp.182-3*¥ and “A Synoptic History
of the Churches of God in the Latter Days,” Facts
of Our Faith, p. 18V

The Church of God from Judea to Chile, chapters
VI and VI

Refer to information below

Comment

1800s, John Adams, kept and taught the Feast Days.
Apparently, he was led to this belief by reading the Bible
and it is unknown if any others followed his example.
Observed Passover including footwashing in 1845

James and Ellen G White were aware of this but evidently
did not agree

Observed Passover in the 1850s

A movement within the SDAs in the mid-late 1800s. The
Seventh Month Movement was edging close to accepting
holy day observance in the 1800s but it never took off. It
was recorded that even Ellen G White thought that the
camp meetings of the Adventists should be held in a
similar fashion to the Feast of Tabernacles.*™ In addition,
many other groups observed the Feasts* i

Some advocated Passover observance in 1872, 1884, 1885
in articles in Church periodicals. As such it is obvious that
some observed the Passover in the late 18005
Observed the Feast of Tabernacles since the late 1800s

He probably began to keep all the holy days in the late
1880/90s

11
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Century

Twentieth

Religious
Organisation or
person
Strangites

Russellites

Greenberry G Rupert’s
Church group (Remnant
of Israel)

Seventh-day Adventist
groups and individuals

General Conference of
the Church of God

True Jesus Church

House of God

Church of God, Arran
Island, Scotland
English sabbatarians in
early 1900s

Church of God

Andrew N Dugger

Source

“James Strang and the Sabbath-keeping
Mormons,” The Sabbath Sentine/*"

Charles Taze Russell and George Storrs observed
14 Abib Passover

Refer to his articles in the Bible Advocate (May,
June, July 1913) and his Remnant of Israel
periodical®Vi

International Bible School Association, General
Conference Bulletin, Vol. 4, 19 April 1901, pp.
352_53xxxix

The Journey, p. 183"

tjc.or

https:

http://www.houseofgod.org/

John Morgan interview with Margaret
McKormack*

“Deaconness baptised in 1918, Evicted by Sunday
Worshipers”, Worldwide News"

The Bible Advocate (1907)*

He privately observed the holy days from the
19505V

Comment

A Mormon offshoot, advocated the Sabbath and feast
days since 1848-50

These were not sabbatarians, but held to a number of
truths

His church group was established around 1902/03

Coulter’s work shows how Passover observance on 14
Abib gradually became established Church doctrine and
was incorporated into the Statement of Beliefs in 1917
A Chinese sabbatarian group practicing Sabbath and
Passover observance since 1917. Apparently, they have
roots in the Seventh Day Baptists

Observation of the holy days since 1917

Observed all holy days
Observed all holy days
A letter was published advocating holy day observance,

although that Church does not advocate their observance
Observed all holy days

12
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Century

Religious
Organisation or
person

The Gilstraps

Church of God in
general

Various others

Source

History of the Seventh Day Church of God by

Richard Nickels*"

Messianics, some Seventh-day Adventists, some
Seventh Day Baptists and even some mainstream

Baptists etc'

Comment

Observed these days for decades and may have
influenced Herbert W Armstrong to observe them?
Clarence O Dodd (from 1928) and several other Church
of God groupsi including the Seventh Day Church of God
(Caldwell, Idaho)™ii and the famous John Kiesz. X
Observed all holy days

13



Passover and Holy Day Observances since the First Century

Appendix. Extract from Mount Zion Reporter

14
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Appendix. Feast of Tabernacles Advocated in 1901

Feast of Tabernacles Approved in 1091 by Church Leadership
Posted Sep 27, 2023 by Danutasn Brown in Everlasting Gospel

| was looking up articles regarding the Day of Atonement, and | stumbled across this fascinating historical document. Here we see a discussion, in 1901, to
keep the Feast of Tabernacles, also called the Festival of Ingathering. Miss Anna Hibben (who is this woman?) starts off with this amazing statement: "This
subject of the harvest ingathering service is one that has deeply stirred me; for | believe that through this the Lord designs to bring to his people a long-
lost-sight-of blessing." And then notice her concise and resolute logic: "Had they ceased to keep the Passover before the type met its anti-type, they would
have been denying their faith. The Lord looked upon this just as he did upon the other—a ceasing to keep the Feast of the Tabernacles denies our faith in the
soon-coming harvest of the earth."

They understood that Passover had been anti-typically fulfilled in the death of Christ, and thus it needed not to be kept now. But since the anti-typical
fulfilment of Tabernacles is the 2nd Coming, the feast needed to be kept because that event had not happened yet. Her logic is not challenged by the
Sabbath School committee.

| would add here that according to our understanding of the Gospel, all the feasts still have deeper meaning now and that means we can draw benefit from
keeping them. For example, Passover: Though Jesus's death in His incarnation has passed, His suffering continues on because of sin.

All heaven suffered in Christ's agony; but that suffering did not begin or end with His manifestation in humanity. The cross is a revelation to our dull senses
of the pain that, from its very inception, sin has brought to the heart of God. (Education 263)

Ultimately, Jesus will suffer greatly one last time in the final death of the resurrected wicked who have rejected Him. "And their dead bodies shall lie in the

street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified." (Revelation11:8) If Jesus was crucified in Sodom and
Egypt, He is also crucified at the end of time in the death of His rebellious children. So we keep Passover to not deny our faith in remembrance of the
suffering Jesus is going through and will go through, as well as what He has gone through. Jesus Himself says that Passover is to ultimately be fulfilled in the
future, where He will once again eat with us:

Luke 22:15-16 "And He [Jesus] said unto them, "With desire | have desired to eat this passover with you before | suffer: For | say unto you, | will not any
more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God."

Same with Pentecost, though it was "fulfilled" in the Holy Spirit given as fire to the disciples of Jesus, we await is second fulfillment in the pouring of the
latter rain at the end of time. Thus we can keep this feast in the faith of this soon coming event.

Finally, we notice that the great blessing they saw from the Feast was for the children (and we are all in some way children :). We maybe should use some
of her ideas regarding how we can bring things from nature to honor God.

15
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| was really blessed to see this. May it encourage us as we enter Tabernacles soon! Full article below:

(GCB April 19, 1901, page 351)

INTERNATIONAL SABBATH-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

M. C. WILCOX

First Meeting, April 18,9 A. M.

M. C. WILCOX in the chair.

Prayer by J. N. Loughborough.

The Chair: We are glad to greet again in biennial session our Sabbath-school workers and representatives from all parts of the field. Our requisitions for
membership in this association are extremely liberal, and hence our constituency ought to include the whole denomination. Our delegates are all
accredited ministers and licentiates in the denomination,—all State Sabbath-school officers, and all members of regularly organized Sabbath-schools. GCB
April 19, 1901, page 349.2

The Chair: There is one other question which it has been desired that something should be said upon at this time, that is the question of the “ingathering
service,” or “harvest service.” We would like to have Sister Hibben, of Chicago, if she is present, tell us something of this work and her experience. GCB April
19, 1901, page 351

Miss Anna Hibben: This subject of the harvest ingathering service is one that has deeply stirred me; for | believe that through this the Lord designs to
bring to his people a long-lost-sight-of blessing. You remember the Lord has said that altogether too little attention is given to our youth and children, and
that we should devise some means whereby they could be interested in the cause of truth.

As the result of seeking some plan to interest the children, we struck this idea. You will find in “Desire of Ages,” in the chapter entitled “The Feast of the
Tabernacles,” just how the Lord designed that that should be celebrated. You will remember that the Lord commanded his people to gather before him
three times a year, and keep a Feast. The first was to be the feast of the Passover. All three of these feasts were not only commemorative, but typical. | will
read a statement from “Patriarchs and Prophets” in regard to the Feast of Tabernacles (page 541):

“The feast of Tabernacles was not only commemorative, but typical. It not only pointed back to the wilderness’ sojourn, but as the feast of harvest, it
celebrated the ingathering of the fruits of the earth, and pointed forward to the great day of final ingathering, when the Lord of the harvest shall send forth
his reappears to gather the tares together in bundles for the fire, and to gather the wheat into his garner.”

Had they ceased to keep the Passover before the type met its anti-type, they would have been denying their faith. The Lord looked upon this just as he did
upon the other—a ceasing to keep the Feast of the Tabernacles denies our faith in the soon-coming harvest of the earth. Further, you will find in “Patriarchs
and Prophets” this statement:

16
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“Well would it be for the people of God at the present time to have a Feast of Tabernacles,—a joyous commemoration of the blessings of God to them.”

We have found from our experience that it has been well, that God’s blessing has rested upon this effort. The question no doubt arises in your mind, How
are we to celebrate it? We have tried to celebrate it according to the Lord’s plan, and this is what he says:—

“Well would it be for the people of God at the present time to have a Feast of Tabernacles,—a joyous commemoration of the blessings of God to them. As
the children of Israel celebrated the deliverance that God had wrought for their fathers, and his miraculous preservation of them during their journeyings
from Egypt, so should we gratefully call to mind the various ways he has devised for bringing us out from the world, and from the darkness of error, into the
precious light of his grace and truth.”—Idem, pp. 540, 541.

“Everything that could please the eye, and give expression to the universal joy, was brought from the woods; the city bore the appearance of a beautiful
forest.... With sacred song and thanksgiving the worshipers celebrated this occasion. A little before the feast was the day of atonement, when, after
confession of their sins, the people were declared to be at peace with heaven. Thus the way was prepared for the rejoicing of the feast.... The temple was
the center of universal joy.... At night the temple and its courts blazed with artificial light.”

“From far and near the people came, bringing in their hands a token of rejoicing. Old and young, rich and poor, all brought some gift as a tribute of
thanksgiving to Him who had crowned the year with his goodness, and made his path drop fatness.” The Desire of Ages, 447, 448.

Our plan has been to instruct the children in the spring of the year to watch all through the summer for the beauties of nature, and either gather or mark
those for gathering, and then toward the close of the summer, after the harvest, gather these things together and bring them to the church. We decorate
the church the day before. Then we have a thanksgiving. We try in our planning to avoid anything that would harbor the thought or encourage the
disposition in the child of being proud of their dress or anything of that kind. We make it a day of thanksgiving, in which the children and young people can
unite. They repeat texts of Scripture, and the older ones bring to their minds and present before the others some special blessing the Lord has bestowed
upon them during the year. Then we have lessons drawn from the things of nature placed before them,—spiritual lessons from the beauties of nature,—
and thus when the children see these things afterward, their attention is drawn through the lessons to God. As the children are watching all summer long
for these beauties of nature, they see in nature much more than they ever saw before, and their attention is directed to nature’s God. For my own part, |
never saw so much of the beauties of God in nature as | have seen since | engaged in this work.

We also plan to have the children earn their own free-will offering. These offerings are brought, and they are indeed free-will offerings, being given to any
field to which the children are impressed to donate. We plan to study the mission fields during the year, bringing before our minds the different interests of
the cause in the various fields and the needs that the Lord has presented before us. The children earn means by selling our papers—The Life-Boat and

the Signs of the Times. The offerings through the year have been greatly increased, both for the Sabbath-school and the foreign missions. In one of these
special services we raised fifty-one dollars. The membership of the school was thirty-two. This large donation did not affect the regular and Christmas
offerings, they also being greater than ever before.
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M. H. Brown: We wish to request that, in the selection of Sabbath-school secretaries for the Sabbath-school department of your Conferences, great care be
exercised. It also seems advisable that they be given time and opportunity to do that work, and that frequent changes, which are detrimental to the work
and destroy its continuity, shall not be made. | pray that the Sabbath-school work among the children, especially among the little ones, may go onto a
better state than ever before. God has wonderful possibilities before his church. Let us use them. Let the hearts of the fathers be turned to those of the
children, and those of the children to those of the fathers, as the Revised Version puts it, and | am sure we will have the blessing of the Lord in that work. It
was moved and seconded that the meeting adjourn sine die.

The Chair: That would make this the last meeting of the Sabbath-school Association.

The question was called, and unanimously adopted.

After the benediction the meeting was declared adjourned.

M. C. WILCOX, Chairman.
M. H. BROWN, Secretary.

Concluding Remarks

At the outset | mentioned that a member’s query in April 2018 was a call to action for writing on this subject and instead of an article or paper having been
produced, a chart has been issued instead.

This is because at least 90-95% of all of my books and research is in storage so what is contained herein may be regarded as an initial production on the
topic. More detail will follow in future editions of this article.

In the meantime, | trust that this chart demonstrates the Biblical holy days have been observed by Sabbatarians and others over many centuries.

And so they shall continue to be so on into the soon-coming Kingdom of God, ruled by the Messiah.
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Endnotes

" “In the days of unleavened bread Paul, coming down from Galatia, arrived in Asia, considering the repose among the faithful in Smyrna to be a great refreshment in
Christ Jesus after his severe toil, and intending afterwards to depart to Jerusalem. So in Smyrna he went to visit Strataeas, who had been his hearer in Pamphylia, being a
son of Eunice the daughter of Lois. These are they of whom he makes mention when writing to Timothy, saying; Of the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in
thy grandmother Lois and in thy mother Eunice; whence we find that Strataeas was a brother of Timothy. Paul then, entering his house and gathering together the faithful
there, speaks to them concerning the Passover and the Pentecost, reminding them of the New Covenant of the offering of bread and the cup; how that they ought most
assuredly to celebrate it during the days of unleavened bread, but to hold fast the new mystery of the Passion and Resurrection. For here the Apostle plainly teaches that
we ought neither to keep it outside the season of unleavened bread, as the heretics do, especially the Phrygians ... but named the days of unleavened bread, the
Passover, and the Pentecost, thus ratifying the Gospel” (Pionius, Life of Polycarp, Chapter 2. Translated by J. B. Lightfoot, The Apostolic Fathers, vol 3, no 2, pp. 488-506).

i “A study of Polycarp from a Nazarene perspective will prove most interesting; it is believed from the account of his martyrdom (and through tradition) that he kept the
weekly Sabbaths, and furthermore that he was martyred on “the great Sabbath.” He was even called “a Nazarene” by Jewish Rabbi Isaac in the 15" century CE. Some
have speculated that, under his oversight, the Assembly at Smyrna was also observant of the Sabbath.”(Jesse ben Yosef in Who was Polycarp of Smyrna?,
http://torahdrivenlife.com/texts/csv/post-apostolic-fathers/polycarp-of-smyrna/ )

ii_“After the Bar Cochba revolt of 132-135 A.D., the Nazarenes would not go back to Aelia and become part of a Gentile church. It was at this time that the Catholic Church
began to call them heretics, primarily due to their continued observance of the Sabbath, the Passover on the fourteenth of Nisan, and the annual Sabbaths, as well as
dietary laws. Epiphanius suggests that, until 135 A.D., Christians everywhere observed Passover irrespective of the day of the week. W.D. Davies states that the Jewish
Christians still observed the Feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles — understanding that the New Covenant through Jesus did not negate these aspects of the Old
— and that, the Jewish Christians were the dominant element in Christianity until 70 A.D.” (Dan Rogers, pp. 1-2)

Anatolius of Alexandria wrote the following in the third century:

“l am aware that very many other matters were discussed by them, some of them with considerable probability, and others of them as matters of the clearest
demonstration, by which they endeavour to prove that the festival of the Passover and unleavened bread ought by all means to be kept after the equinox...

“But nothing was difficult to them with whom it was lawful to celebrate the Passover on any day when the fourteenth of the moon happened after the equinox. Following
their example up to the present time all the bishops of Asia—as themselves also receiving the rule from an unimpeachable authority, to wit, the evangelist John, who leant
on the Lord’s breast, and drank in instructions spiritual without doubt—were in the way of celebrating the Paschal feast, without question, every year, whenever the
fourteenth day of the moon had come, and the lamb was sacrificed by the Jews after the equinox was past; not acquiescing, so far as regards this matter, with the
authority of some” (The Paschal Canon of Anatolius of Alexandria, chapters V, X, pp. 415, 419).

v https://earlychurch.org.uk/ebionites.php
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vV The Beliefs and Practices of the Church of God in Transylvania During the Middle Ages, 1588-1623 by Gerhard O. Marx.
Note what The Key of Truth reveals:

“We know that the Pauliani continued to keep the Passover on the fourteenth of Nisan with the Jews. (p. clxii)

“Ananias (early seventh century), op. Arm. Petersburg, 1877, pp. 22 and 23, and in Byzant. Zeitschr, 1897: ' But the Pauliani also keep the feast of the Pascha on the same
day (as the Jews), and whatever be the day of the full moon, they call it Kuriake, as the Jews call it Sabbath, even though it be not a Sabbath."” (p. clii)

“It is also certain from the works of Philo and Josephus that to most Gentile proselytes the Sabbath observance was the most attractive feature in Judaism. In spite of such
considerations, however, one hesitates to interpret the words of Gregory of Narek in the sense that “...the Paulicians observed the Sabbath and not the Sunday ; not,
however, because such a thing is in itself unlikely, for they were probably the remnant of an old Judaeo-Christian Church, which had spread up through Edessa into Siuniq
and Albania. The real ground for distrusting Gregory on this point, as on others, lies in his virulence.” (p. clxi-clxii)

“Later on came the commemorations of his entrance on the work of his ministry, of the institution of the Lord's Supper, and of Zatik or Easter [actually Passover], which
was kept on the fourteenth of Nisan. The Sabbath was perhaps kept, and there were no special Sunday observances.” (p. cxciii)

“But on the day Pentecost, of the grace-bestowing, hallowing Pentecost [we celebrate] the inspiration flashing with light of the quickening Spirit, which in the form of fiery
tongues descended on the Apostles, that they might by laying hands on the baptized bestow on them the gifts of grace they had received from the Spirit.

“In Bozod-Ujfalu there were (in 1890) a small group of Sabbatarians who had not gone over to the Jews or become part of the Jewish "Israelitish Proselizing
Congregation." At this time the group consisted of five families, numbering seventeen men and women. They remained faithful to the doctrines as taught by Simon Pechis
(the successor to Andreas Eossi). They continued to keep the Sabbath and the other Jewish (Old Testament) laws. Their prayers continued to be based on the prayer and
ritual book of Simon Pechis, of which one copy was found in each home. They didn’t intermarry with Christians. The Jews wanted nothing to do with them. The village
judge, Josef Sallos and his older brother were among this Sabbatarian group.” (p. 186)

v ) L Mosheim, C Coote & G Gleig in An Ecclesiastical History, Ancient and Modern. Vol 1, p. 333.

Concerning the Passaginians, Johann Lorenz Mosheim wrote the following:

"Like the other sects already mentioned, they had the utmost aversion to the dominion and discipline of the church of Rome; but they were, at the same time,
distinguished by two religious tenets, which were peculiar to themselves. The first was a notion that the observation of the law of Moses, in everything except the
offering of sacrifices, was obligatory upon Christians, in consequence of which they circumcised their followers, abstained from those meats, the use of which was
prohibited under the Mosaic economy, and celebrated the Jewish Sabbath" (Ecclesiastical History, Ancient and Modern. Vol 2, p. 273, 1860 edition).

“Among the sects of Oriental origin belongs, perhaps besides those already mentioned, the Pasagii or Pasagini.” “The name of this sect reminds one of the word passagium
(passage), which signifies a tour, and was very commonly employed to denote pilgrimages to the East. To the holy sepulcher, --crusades. May not this word, then, be
regarded as an index, pointing to the origin of the sect as one that came from the East, intimating that it grew out of the intercourse with Palestine? May we not
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suppose that from very ancient times a party of Judaizing Christians had survived, of which this sect must be regarded as an offshoot? The way in which they expressed
themselves concerning Christ as being the first-born of creation, would point also, more directly, at the connection of their doctrine with some older Jewish theology, than
at that later purely Western origin.” (Neander in Church History, fifth period, 8, pp. 403, 404 quoted in J N Andrew’s History of the Sabbath and the First Day of the Week,
vol 2, chapter 22-2)

Another work should be referred to, mentioning their festival observances:

“After what has been said of the Cathari, there still remains the sect of the pasagini. They teach Christ to be the first and pure creature; that the Old Testament festivals
are to be observed-- circumcision, distinction of foods, and in nearly all other matters, save the sacrifices, the Old Testament is to be observed as literally as the New--
circumcision is to be kept according to the letter. They say that no good person before the advent of Christ descended into the lower regions; and that there is no one in
the lower regions and in paradise until now, nor will there be until sentence has been rendered on the day of Judgement.” (Gregorius, of Bergamo, about A.D. 1250
Collectio Rev. Occitan in the Royal Library of Paris, doc. 35, quoted in Dollinger’s History of the Sects, Vol 2, p. 375 which in turn is quoted in JN Andrews’ History of the
Sabbath and the First Day of the Week, vol 2, chapter 22-2)

Andrews (p. 5478) also quotes Bonacursus who wrote that they denied the trinity and observed the Sabbath (quoting D'Achery, Spicilegium 1, f. 211-214. Muratory, Antiq.
med. aevi. 5, f. 152. Hahn, 3. 209)

Vi What Became of the Church Jesus Built?
“Here [Cologne] also the annual fall festival was celebrated which they called Malilosa (Russell, p. 222 and Conybeare, p. cxli). Compare this otherwise unexplained name
with Hebrew melilah (a harvested grain) and the Biblical title “Feast of Ingathering” (Ex. 23:16)” (p. 113)

Vi \Wakfield, Heresies of the High Middle Ages, p. 175
* Further information on the Pasagini:

“As late as the eleventh century, Cardinal Humbert of Mourmoutiers still referred to the Nazarene sect as a Sabbath-keeping Christian body existing at that time. Modern
scholars believe it is the Pasagini or Pasagians who are referenced by Cardinal Humbert, suggesting the Nazarene sect existed well into the eleventh century and
beyond (the Catholic writings of Bonacursus entitled "Against the Heretics").”

“The Pasagians, also spelled Passagians or Pasagini, were a religious sect which appeared in Lombardy in the late 12th or early 13th century and possibly appearing much
earlier in the East. The Summa contra haereticos, ascribed to Praepositinus of Cremona, describes the Pasagians as retaining the Old Testament rules on circumcision,
kosher foods, and the Jewish holy days; in other words, they observed the Law of Moses except in respect to sacrifices, and thus also were given the name Circumcisi.”
(Blunt, John Henry (1874). Dictionary of Sects, Heresies, Ecclesiastical Parties and Schools of Religious Thought. London, Oxford and Cambridge: Rivingtons. pp. 408-9.)
Quoted in https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pasagians

Gregorius of Bergamo, about 1250 CE, also wrote concerning the Nazarenes:
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“After what has been said of the Cathari, there still remains the sect of the Pasagini . They teach Christ to be the first and pure creature; that the Old Testament festivals
are to be observed-- circumcision, distinction of foods, and in nearly all other matters, save the sacrifices, the Old Testament is to be observed as literally as the New--
circumcision is to be kept according to the letter." (Collectio Rev. Occitan in the Royal Library of Paris, doc. 35, quoted in Dollingers' History of the Sects, Vol 2, p. 375.
Quoted in https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pasagians

“Among the sects of Oriental origin belongs, perhaps besides those already mentioned, the Pasagii or Pasagini.” “The name of this sect reminds one of the word passagium
(passage), which signifies a tour, and was very commonly employed to denote pilgrimages to the East. To the holy sepulcher, --crusades. May not this word, then, be
regarded as an index, pointing to the origin of the sect as one that came from the East, intimating that it grew out of the intercourse with Palestine? May we not suppose
that from very ancient times a party of Judaizing Christians had survived, of which this sect must be regarded as an offshoot? The way in which they expressed
themselves concerning Christ as being the first-born of creation, would point also, more directly, at the connection of their doctrine with some older Jewish theology, than
at that later purely Western origin.” (Church History, fifth period, 8, pp. 403,404) Quoted in https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pasagians

* William Jones in History of the Christian Church:

"Investigators made a report to Louis Xll, King of France that they had visited all the parishes that they (Waldenses) dwelt and had inspected their place of worship and
found no images nor signs of the ornaments belonging to the mass not any of the ceremonies of the Roman church.... On the contrary, they kept the Sabbath Day,
observed the ordinance of baptism according to the primitive church, instructed their children in the articles of the Christian faith and the commandments of God." (p260)

"They observed the seventh day of the week according to the commandments, immersed for the believers baptism, and kept the Passover or the Lord's Day, once a year in
the first month." (pp. 348-349)

Xi Refer to Damsteegt’s article “Decoding Ancient Waldensian Names: New Discoveries” for further information, especially pp. 252-58.

Xi |n addition to Marx’s paper, refer to College Notes. Church History. Lecture 22. Lollards/Anabaptists/Sabbatarians:
“Best Reference, the Jewish Quarterly Review, July 1890, #4, vol. Il, by | Abrahams and C.G. Montefiore”

a. Article reflects Jewish view of the Part Sabbath plays in differentiating religions.

"The celebration of the Sabbath is as much a common religious institution, as one of the most obvious marks of distinction between Judaism and Christianity. On the one
hand, the whole Christian world observes each seventh day as a hallowed day of rest, thus to some extent pointing from week to week in the most solemn and in the most
general and public manner, to the origin of Christianity: on the other hand, it is just by means of this Sabbath celebration -- by ordaining that the Sabbath should be
observed on a different day from that on which the people of Israel and the founders of Christianity themselves kept it -- that Christianity has set itself in conscious and
intentional opposition to the first possessors and inheritors of this great institution. Thus what was a mark of uniformity became a mark of diversity, and the separate
observance of the seventh day developed into the most effective cause of separation between the Christian community and the adherence of the Jewish faith." p. 405

b. Shows Russian Groups Sobotniki and Molokani

"As regards the RUSSIAN Sabbath-observers, the so- called Sobotniki or Subbotniki, we have to depend for an account of their origin and present condition, on a few
extremely scanty notices. They belong to the Russian sect, Molokani or Milk-drinkers, one of the various sects that arose, during the sixteenth century, in those provinces
of Southern Russia which were at that time under the supremacy of the Polish crown, all of which sects displayed a Judaizing tendency, a marked leaning towards the
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Mosaic law. The Molokani, so runs the account given by a Russian chronicler, observed the Sabbath and had their children circumcised. The performance of Divine service,
and the execution of other religious practices they entrusted to the oldest and most learned men selected from their own body.... Their worship consists of reading the
Bible and singing the Psalms. For purposes of public service they assemble in a dwelling-room, which they call 'skool' (schkola). Persecuted in the government of Moscow,
the Molkans settled in that of Woronesch, and subsequently spread throughout the neighboring government of Saratow. In the second half of the eighteenth century, their
number in the first-named government had grown to 5,000 souls. By keeping their doctrines secret, they escaped persecution, till they were betrayed in 1769, and made to
suffer oppression from the State." pp. 466-467

c. Origin: Andreas Eossi

"Andreas Eossi of Szent-Erzsebet was a rich Szekely of noble birth, who owned three villages and a great number of estates in the counties of Udvarhelyszek, Kukullo, and
Fehervar, and who belonged to the earliest adherents of Unitarianism in Transylvania. Having been visited by severe trials, (he was ailing for many years, and had lost his
wife and three sons), he sought consolation in religion. 'He read the Bible so long' -- runs the account of the chronicler already mentioned -- 'that he evolved there from the
Sabbatarian form of religion.' What he recognized as truth, he endeavored to disseminate in the surrounding district; he composed treatises, prayers, and hymns, caused
copies of these and other writings to be prepared and lent them out in all directions.... He was well versed in Church history, and was completely master of the Old and
New Testament, from both of which he derived his teaching." pp. 472-473

d. Much of their teaching is found in hymnbook

"About 1600, there was compiled 'the old hymn-book of the Sabbatarians,' probably by Eossi himself. This book is the most important source whence acknowledged of the
doctrines of the sect may be derived; it is the oldest monument of their literature, and contains paraphrases of the Psalms and other poetical passages of the Bible,
metrical renderings of a few extracts from the Jewish prayer book.... Of the 110 poetical compositions, which are to be found in three manuscripts of this old Sabbatarian
hymnbook, no less than 44 relate to the Sabbath, which, on account of the special regard in which its celebration was held, gave the sect the name they bear. Five songs
belong to the New Moon, 11 to the Festival of Passover, 6 to the Feast of Weeks, 6 to Tabernacles, 3 to the New Year and 1 to the Day of Atonement."

"They did not celebrate Purim and Chanukah. But even the Mosaic Laws they did not observe in their entirety, for they kept the dietary laws only up to a certain limit, and
circumcision not at all. The Sabbath played the most important part in their religions life...it brought the contrast between them and Christianity most prominently into
view. They called the Sabbath celebration a 'spiritual marriage,' and adorned themselves for it in wedding attire. The Sabbath service consisted of prayers and hymns,
introduced and concluded by the sermon or 'instruction.' One of the Sabbatical hymns mentions among the requisites of a proper observance of the Sabbath, 'study of the
holy law, feeding the poor, moderation in living, cheerfulness of disposition'; in another it is said: 'Let man first hallow himself, then the Sabbath of the Lord.' Although the
feast of the first of Tishri is not designated the New Year festival in the Pentateuch, yet they celebrated it as the 'New Year' with special emphasis, as particularly
characteristic, that they maintained that, in adhering to these observances, they were following the example and teaching of Jesus. 'He who keeps not the Sabbath will
have no portion in the inheritance of Christ'; they celebrated 'the Passover of Israel, according to the command of our Christ.' They bound up with the Passover festival (in
accordance with the views which they entertained regarding the millennium) the hope of the future redemption which Jesus will bring, in order to build up his millennial
kingdom." pp. 473-474

e. Taught Christ's mission to enable us to keep commands

"They regard Jesus as greater than Moses and the prophets; call him 'our Christ,' 'Lord Jesus,' 'King,' even 'the son of God'; the last, however, in the sense that all deserve to
be called 'sons of God' who are free from sin. For the most part they reverence him as the Messiah, as the Deliverer proclaimed by the prophets. On the other hand,
however, they accentuated his purely human nature, and laid stress on the belief that his mission had for its object not the destruction but the maintenance of the Law." p.
474
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f. Thought of themselves as spiritual Jews

“The Sabbatarians frequently declared that they joined themselves to Israel, and felt themselves Jews. In a Sabbath hymn occurs the following: 'We have chosen the
observance of Thy law, we have found delight in the camp of Israel, despite his miserable lot.' And in another song: 'Not Abraham was our father, neither are we the
remnant of his seed; but we are sprung from the house of Japheth, sons of ignorant heathens...yet in Thee, our gracious Father, delight and exult our heart, our soul, and
our mouth; though we were heathens, yet hast Thou turned unto us and hast made us sons of great Abraham." p. 475

g. They were strongly anti-Catholic

"They declared the Christian festivals to be inventions of the popes, and even protested against the ringing of church bells. They regarded the Lord's Supper, not as a new
institution of Jesus, but as an old Jewish custom. On the first night of Passover they ate unleavened bread, 'the bread of the Messiah,' calling to mind the Redeemer, who
had appeared, and would one day come again." p. 475"

A further work delves into this, Liechty’s Sabbatarianism in the Sixteenth Century:

The Sabbatarians viewed themselves as converted Gentiles. They held to the biblical holidays ... The Day of Atonement was a day of fasting, although they emphasized
that penitence is more easily achieved by a peaceful and quiet meditation on the law and one’s life than by fasting. The Day of Remembrance (New Year, which they
celebrated in the Fall of the year) was the day on which they thanked God especially for the creation of the universe. There is no mention of circumcision, so it is unlikely
that they practiced circumcision (pp. 61-62).

Xl Eyrther references on these East European Sabbatarians are: Back to the Origins: The Tragic History of the Szekler Sabbatarians by Zoltan Tibori-Szabé (he mentions
their feast day observance on page 7); and Spiritual Jews of Szekler Jerusalem by Judit Gellérd (reference is made to their feast day observance on page 3); and Researcher
visits descendants of Transylvanian Sabbatarians by Bonne Rook (details for all of these can be found in the Bibliography)

v http://www.giveshare.org/churchhistory/transylvania.html

Richard Nickels summarized their beliefs as such:

1) The Passover, Days of Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, Day of Atonement, Feast of Tabernacles, The Last Great Day. During the Passover season, no leavened bread
was eaten. Obviously, Easter, New Year, Christmas and Sunday were rejected as days invented by Rome. They also adhered to the Sacred Calendar.

2) The Ten Commandments.

3) The Health Laws (no eating of blood, pig, strangled animals etc.)

4) The Millennium, to last 1000 years, at the beginning of which Christ will return and regather both Judah and Israel.

5) The use of God’s Sacred Calendar. (Taught against Gregorian, Roman calendar.)

6) Two different Resurrections; one to eternal life at ChristBs coming; the other to judgement at the end of 1000 years.

7) Saved by Grace, but laws still need to be kept.

8) It is God who calls people into His Truth. The world in general is blinded. The truth is not generally revealed to the mighty, but to the small, insignificant.

9) Christ was the greatest of the prophets, the most holy of all the people, the Crucified Lord, the Supreme Head and King of the real believers, the dearly beloved and Holy
Son of God.

(Note! After Eossi’s death, some Sabbath-keepers began to look upon Christ as a holy man, but not as the divine God or even the divine Son of God in the strictest sense.)
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10) Christ upon His return, will take over David’s throne.

11) Pictures of Christ and God were considered idolatrous.

12) The New Covenant is only partly fulfilled now in those now called.

13) Disbelief in the Original Sin idea.

14) Disbelief in predestination as taught by Calvin. Instead, every person is a free moral agent.
15) Luther, Calvin and the Pope were considered "abominations."

¥ Falconer John. A Breife Refutation of John Traskes Judaical and Novel Fantyces. St. Omer, 1618, p. 31 quoted by Bryan Ball in his Seventh Day Men: Sabbatarians and
Sabbatarianism in England and Wales, 1600-1800, pp. 57-58.

xi Aidan Cottrell-Boyce, Jewish Christians in Puritan England, p. 156.

i Boyce, ibid, p. 157.

wii Boyce, ibid, p. 234.

XX Seventh Day Men: Sabbatarians and Sabbatarianism in England and Wales, 1600-1800 by Bryan Ball, p. 89.

* Passover & Days of Unleavened Bread by Caroline Smith-Kizer.

“Although the official position of the Roman Church in New France did not allow non-Catholics to remain within its territories, the British colonies did allow dissenters.
Adherents of the French Protestant Church, commonly known as Huguenots, established colonies at New Rochelle and New Paltz in the Hudson Valley, New York;
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and Charleston, South Carolina.

A weeklong Passover celebration, similar to the first century Church's Festival of Unleavened Bread, was kept by the Charleston congregation of the French Protestant

Church in addition to Easter, as evidenced by its Liturgy, written down in 1713 and republished in 1737 and 1772. Several other Christian denominations have continued
the Reformation journey by keeping Passover and the commemoration of the Ascension in the Wave Sheaf Offering, while dropping the observance of Easter.7

The practices of the French Reformed Church in France are not available here in the colonies for study, but in the paintings of Raspal from the region of Arles in Provence,
the prominent display of the Huguenot cross by his models suggests that the French Reformed Church was still alive and dynamic in the 18thC within Provence. Some
French officers' journals state that the habitantes' costumes of New France reminded them of Provencals--this should have been doubly true of French Huguenots in the
British colonies, suggesting that there should have been a similarity of religious practice. Now stretching the inference, it might be said that the French Reformed Church
had a similar liturgy in Provence as in Charleston. Although the evidence of this is lacking, it can be clearly stated that the French Reformed Church in Charleston, SC, kept
the Passover as a week-long festival and kept an eight-day festival observance in the seventh month (be sure and click the arrow for the next page to see the
continuation), an observance similar to Succoth (or Feast of Tabernacles as kept by modern Christian fellowships that also keep the Passover).
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Because the French Reformed Church in 18thC South Carolina kept a Passover festival, recipes intended for Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread have a place in
French Huguenot cuisine.”

i Ambassador Bible Correspondence Course:

“The "Westerly" or "Hopkinton" congregation retained the original records — being recognized as the leading or HEADQUARTERS location.

The reason for this transfer is most interesting. Previous to this time, the "Westerly" or "Hopkinton" site had become the regular meeting place for "a YEARLY MEETING" of
members from all over! It was at such a meeting — on September 28 (Gregorian calendar) — that the decision was made to establish the new congregation. Details are
lacking, but it is highly significant that this date falls during the Feast of Tabernacles of that year!

The earliest of these annual meetings of which we now have record had been held in late May, 1684. Other annual meeting dates consistently fell either during the fall
Holy Day season or near Pentecost ("The Seventh Day Baptists in Europe and America", pages 127, 150-152, 174, 602, 614). None of these meetings came at Christmas,
Easter, or even in midsummer! This was not mere chance. God's people were, at least in part, attempting to follow the pattern of the Holy Days He had ordained.” (Lesson
53, “Reaching the World with Power,” pp. 7-8)

i \What Became of the Church Jesus Built?:
“... the “Westerly” or “Hopkinton” site had become the regular meeting place for “a yearly meeting” of members from all over! It was at such a meeting — on September 28
(Gregorian calendar) — that the decision was made to establish the new congregation. It is significant that this date falls during the Feast of Tabernacles time for that year.

Says Bailey, “The (General or Yearly] meeting was regarded somewhat in the light of the yearly feasts of the Jews, when all the tribes went up to Jerusalem to worship. It
was a time when the members of the Church, generally, were expected to come together for a spiritual re-union” (The Seventh-Day Baptist General Conference, p. 20-21;
see page 124 also) ...

Annual meeting dates consistently fell either during the fall Holy Day season or near Pentecost (The Seventh Day Baptists in Europe and America, pp. 127, 150-52, 174, 602,
614). The earliest of which we now have record was held in late May, 1684. None of these meetings came at Christmas, Easter, or even in midsummer. This was not mere
chance! On the other hand, they did not seem to feel it necessary to keep them on the exact dates specified in the Bible or the full time, and instead of keeping the true
Passover, most of them were merely “breaking bread” as the annual meetings and every two or three months locally.” (pp. 193-94)

xii This is discussed in Randolph’s A History of the Seventh Day Baptists in West Virginia, pp. 14-16.
xiv Regarding the 16" century Transylvanian Sabbatarians, “By the end of the mid 17th century, they still were represented in at least eleven towns and villages in
Transylvania, but by 1865 only about 170-180 members remained in the town of Bozod-Ujfalu (near Gyula Feheruar). The group was later absorbed into Judaism during the

1930s.

Refer also to http://www.russianaz.org/molokane/subbotniki/

There may still be some feast-observing Sabbatarians in the Transylvanian region to this day (Bonne Rook in “Researcher visits descendants of Transylvanian Sabbatarians”)
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™ Pijtcairn: Island at the Edge of Time by S.C. Carlsson, p. 34.
i According to John Kiesz’s article “The Continuity of the Gospel,” Bible Advocate, 12 August 1963:

“Most of the brethren observed the Lord’s Supper or Communion and feet-washing at various times, although a group in Philadelphia began practicing the keeping of the
Christian Passover in abut 1845, and a brother in lllinois advocated the commemoration of the Lord’s death at the beginning of the 14™ of Abib in about 1867. Before the
turn of the century, all of our assemblies had come to the conclusion that Communion of the Lord’s Supper should be observed annually on the 14th day of the first month
of the Hebrew year.” (p. 25)

it captains of the Host by W Spalding Sabbath conferences were held 1847/48:

“So the Whites went to New York. It was their first meeting with Hiram Edson. Bates, Gurney, and Chamberlain also attended from New England. The meeting was held in
David Arnold's barn, at Volney. About thirty-five were present, all who could be collected from that part of the State. But there were nearly thirty-five different creeds;
"there were hardly two agreed." David Arnold evidently had imbibed some of the heterodox views of George Storrs' party ... objecting to the celebration of the Lord's
supper except at the time of the Passover, of which he said it was the continuation. Many other errors were brought forward by different ones, and the conference was in
discord.” (p. 176)

i pygger and Dodd in their A True History of the True Religion asserted the following:

“Thus being isolated from fellowship with one another, we find companies in one place called the Church of Christ, in another place the Church of God, while in other
communities they were simply called ‘Sabbatarian Congregations,” but the belief was practically the same. They stood for the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus,
observing the true Sabbath, keeping the Lord’s Supper yearly on the 14" of the first month.” (A History of the True Religion, Traced From 33 A.D. to Date, 2003, p. 252)

“The truth of the matter was that the church had met on the night in question, which was the fourteenth day of the month Nisan, in the spring time, which was the month
and day which were kept as the Passover by the children of God from the night that God, by the hand of Moses, led them out of the land of Egypt... In other words, the
Wilbur [in West Virginia] brethren were celebrating the annual observance of the Lord’s Supper. Being on the fourteenth day, it was the same as when Jesus ate it with
His disciples. Being at night, it was the same time that He ate it.” (ibid., p. 314)

X Erom A History of the True Religion we read:

"Concerning the Passover, or the Lord's Supper, in at least one assembly of the early Sabbatarians in West Virginia, the following is illustrative: 'March 21, 1853, it was
voted that communion service be held once in twelve months 'on the fourteenth day of the first Jewish month'; i.e., on the evening of the Passover.' --ldem, p. 201.... The
diet of some of the early Sabbatarians in West Virginia, can be understood from the following extract concerning the South Fork of Hughes River Church in 1842: 'In their
efforts to follow the mandates of the Mosaic law, the flesh of swine for food was placed under ban. Mutton and beef tallow took the place of lard in cooking. A few of the
more well-to-do used olive oil.'--Idem, p. 203"

** Although not advocating holy day observance, in an article The Midnight Cry by Samuel S. Snow, he wrote that the Feast of Tabernacles was “a type of the marriage
supper of the Lamb; which will be celebrated in the New Jerusalem, the tabernacle of God which is to be with men”. (Vol 1, No 1, 22 August 1844, p. 4)
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xi “26 religious organizations, most with no WCG links, teach WCG-like doctrines” The Journal, Issue 26.

xxi See also O.R.L. Crozier, “The Sanctuary. Part One of Four. The Law of Moses,” Day-Star, Extra, 7 Feb 1846. His views on the Azazel goat typology was accepted by the
Sabbatarian Adventists, later the Seventh-day Adventists and Church of God, though with variation in interpretation. In his article, Crozier stated: “ignorance of the law and
its meaning is the only possible origin that can be assigned for the opinion that the scapegoat was a type of Christ” and he set out 8 reasons for identifying Satan with the
Azazel goat.

i |y Robert Coulter's book The Journey he wrote that from its founding:
"the Church had no uniform practice for holding its communion services. They were held whenever circumstances seemed appropriate to its clerics." (p. 182)

Coulter then discusses several examples of the "whenever" practice. Then he writes:

"But in 1872, Samuel Davidson wrote to The Hope [ie The Hope of Israel periodical] that he believed the Church should conduct its communion service annually at the time
of the Jewish Passover ... Davidson's polemic was met with such favor, Editor Jacob Brinkerhoff of the Advent and Sabbath Advocate, successor to The Hope, began
publishing a spring date in the paper for the Church's annual communion service. His arbitrary listings of the date for the Lord's Supper met with the approval of the
Church, and it began in unison to hold its annual Lord's Supper on that date." (p. 182).

“A member of the Church in Texas was visiting relatives in Washington, D.C., and went to the Congressional Library, where he discovered the perpetual calendar for
Hebrew festivals. He identified the future dates for the Passover and shared that information with Editor Brinkerhoff. With that information, Brinkerhoff began to publish
the actual date of the Jewish Passover festival as an appropriate date for the Church’s annual Lord’s Supper service.” (pp. 182-83)

“Brinkerhoff wrote [in 1884], “The Israelitish passover was instituted upon the 14 day of the first month, and was annually observed at that time [of Jesus’ crucifixion] by
the Israelites. It was at that time of the year that Jesus observed the passover, and ... at the same time instituting the Lord’s Supper and changing the emblems of the
Passover ...

The March 10, 1885 issue of the Advocate announced the date of the Lord’s Supper service: “The 14" day of the first month (Passover) occurs this year on the night after
Sunday, March the 30™", according to Roman time ...”

“An annual communion service began as an informal practice initiated by a discussion in the open forum of The Hope magazine in 1872. In early 1917, A. N. Dugger
incorporated it in his revised doctrinal statement. He wrote, “The Lord’s Supper as Christ instituted it, should be observed yearly, that the wine and bread are typical of His
spilled blood and broken body.” (p. 183).

In an article “What’s in an Ordinance?” Bible Advocate, Sept-Oct 2018, Robert Coulter wrote:
“After the Church of Christ in Michigan (former name of the Church of God [Seventh Day]) was organized in 1858, and her congregations grew, she began holding quarterly

weekend meetings that rotated among her churches. They began on Friday evening with an opening preaching service, followed by a full day of preaching on Sabbath, and
concluded with observing the Lord’s Supper and foot washing on Sunday afternoon before dismissal...
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But beside the quarterly meetings’ observance of a communion service, ministers of the churches of Christ in Michigan and the churches of Jesus Christ in lowa held
communion services whenever they felt the occasion called for it...

Eventually Brinkerhoff learned of the perpetual calendar for all the Hebrew festivals, and he published the actual date of the Passover as the date for observing the
Church’s annual communion service. He announced the date for the annual Lord’s Supper service for 1885 in the Advent and Sabbath Advocate magazine:
“The 14th day of the first month (Passover), occurs this year on the night after Sunday, March the 30th, according to Roman time.” (p. 8)

Richard Nickels in his History of the Seventh Day Church of God (chapter 5) noted:

“The issue of when to observe the "Lord's Supper" has been another constant issue of dispute in the Church of God, Seventh Day. A passing mention of a January, 1865
observance of communion in the Hartford and Casco churches is the only communion record so far discovered of the early Michigan period.”

xodv “It s also of great interest to observe from the records of the Marion Church of God, that in 1870 they adopted foot-washing and communion to be held each quarter;
and the first report of an annual observance was in 1899 ... There is evidence that the Lord’s Supper was observed annually long before 1899. All of this is an indication of
how truth gradually came to front in the Church of God, in spite of the confusion caused by Satan.” (p. 19)

xx The Hope of Israel, 16 July, 1867, pp.22-23 (by T Hamiltion):

An article appeared in The Hope of Israel, “What kind of Wine did our Savior use when he instituted the Lord’s Supper?” which indicates that they were debating how to
observe the Passover at that time. Richard Nickels discusses the Passover observance in the late 1800s on pages 135-137 of History of the Seventh Day Church of God.
©vi Ricardo Lopez Marchant, The Church of God from Judea to Chile, chapters VI and VII.

it “1ames Strang and the Sabbath-keeping Mormons,” The Sabbath Sentinel, Sept-Oct, 1999.

xviii Rypert advocated the holy days and wrote about their meanings in the following editions of The Remnant of Israel: June 1915, July 1918, April 1919, June 1919, Sept
1919, Sept 1921. His successors similarly advocated holy day observance in the same publication in the July 1925, March 1928 and Sept 1929 issues.

»ix The article that contains this information is International Bible School Association, General Conference Bulletin, Vol. 4, 19 April, pp. 352-53. The meeting was chaired by
M.C. Wilcox and it can be found in full in the Appendix. Feast of Tabernacles Advocated in 1901. The article that referred to this is Danutasn Brown, “Feast of Tabernacles
Approved in 1901 by Church Leadership,” maranathamedia.com, 27 Sept 2023.

X The doctrines of the Salem church in its 1933 schism with Stanberry included this one first published by Editor A.N. Dugger in 1917:
"Statement 19: The Lord's Supper is to be observed annually, on the beginning of the Passover, the fourteenth day of Nisan according to the Hebrew calendar." (p. 281)

Robert Coulter noted in the article “What’s in an Ordinance?,” Bible Advocate, Sept-Oct 2018:
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“The annual observance of the Lord’s Supper on the date of the Passover became an official doctrine of the Church of God when Andrew N. Dugger, president of the
General Conference, included a doctrinal statement in his revision of its doctrines in 1917.

But by the 1920s, Dugger was teaching that the Lord’s Supper must be observed precisely in the evening following the thirteenth and at the beginning of the fourteenth
day of Nisan, according to the Hebrew calendar.” (p. 9)

¥iScottish Sabbatarians in the early 1900s which kept the holy days. Source: Church of God in Scotland by John Morgan, Melbourne, Australia and “Margaret (Meg)
McCormack, 1916-2012” by Brian Convery et al.

¥ii “Deaconness baptised in 1918, Evicted by Sunday Worshipers”, Worldwide News, 4 March 1985, by Jeff Zhorne.

vii | atter in the Bible Advocate from Sister Katie R Gillstrap advocating the observation of the Days of Unleavened Bread (p. 251). There was also an article in a 1916 Bible
Advocate by GW Sarber advocating these days (details in the References):

“Sarber Supports Annual Feast Days

In 1916, G.W. Sarber from Knox, Indiana wrote in the Advocate supporting the annual holydays. He mentioned that Pentecost is 50 days from Nisan 16, the Feast of
Tabernacles is the 15th day of the seventh month, and the eighth day of Tabernacles is also a sabbath rest. "These are the feasts of the Lord, and from the Bible standpoint
they are as binding upon the sons of God at this present time as they were when God commanded them to Israel of old." The editor, A.N. Dugger, included a caption
stating that "Every writer is held responsible for their sentiments."*¢ (Richard Nickels in History of the Seventh Day Church of God, p. 138)

Xiv-According to the Kapsinendet Church of God 7th day New Jerusalem

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story fbid=571571866307438&id=318737091590918

“Feasts in the Church History

The Church of God 7th Day in her history was not a feast keeping organization. Even before the division between Church of God 7th Day and Seventh Day Adventist, the
feast issue was controversial and elder James White (Husband to Ellen G. White) wrote an article in The Present Truth of 1849 rejecting the observance of feast days. The
issue of feasts in available histories so far, was first introduced in the Church of God 7th Day by an independent minister by the name G.G. Rupert. It's said that Mr. Rupert
used to keep the feasts and at times used to write articles in the church paper of the time (Bible Advocate, of May, June and July 1913) advocating for the feasts
observance.

In 1916, G.W. Sarber from Knox, Indiana wrote in the Bible Advocate supporting the annual holydays.

The Church of God 7th Day, in early years of 1860-1930’s never advocated for the observance of the feasts, though they celebrated the Lord’s Supper without the feasts of
unleavened bread on eve of 14th of Nisan. In 1917, A.N. Dugger (the famous leader of the church in the 20th century) wrote an article ‘What the Church of God Believe and
Why?”, in Article 21 he stated that the commandments nailed to the cross included only animal sacrifices, and yearly Sabbath days that were governed by the day of the
month, new moons, feasts and other holydays, referring to Ephesians 2:15, Hebrews 9:10-12.

According to Church of God historian, Richard Nickels, “the holydays were to be latent issue within the Church of God, accepted by some, but rejected by many. Though the
official church position was against them, some supporters of the Church of God continued to believe and keep them, yet still maintaining Church of God membership.”
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It was latter through elder Herbert W. Armstrong who again started preaching and advocating for the observance of feasts in our latter day histories. Elder Armstrong came
out strongly, preaching and publishing articles supporting the observance of the feasts in today’s church. He explained the meaning of each feast in relation to today’s
church and new covenant. The Church of God was not ready to accept his teachings and doctrines of which feasts was just one of the many, this led him to break from the
Church of God and started his own congregation which was latter known as Worldwide Church of God. This in fact explains why all churches that broke from Worldwide
Church of God keep the feasts.

It happened that in 1950’s elder A.N. Dugger migrated from America to settle permanently in Jerusalem, Israel. While in Israel, it’s evident that elder A.N. Dugger started
keeping and observing this feast days. Though he kept them, he never came out strongly to preach their observance by other people, this is apparent from the way he
used to answer questions from his followers who wanted to know if they too should keep the feasts. One of his answers was, “....feasts and holydays of Israel are not like
the gentile ones, as the Israelites celebrates and commemorates the mighty redemption from the Almighty. The question here should not be if we must keep them, but the
question should be, will the Heavenly Father be happy with me if | join His children in celebrating His mighty works?” From such answers, elder Dugger left many of his
followers in a great tussle of whether to or not to observe the feasts and to date many of his followers still argue over the holydays.”

Refer to a photograph of a page from Dugger’s Mount Zion Reporter advocating holy day observance, at the rear of this article.

“v Here is the information on the Gilstraps:

“In 1907, a letter in the Advocate from Sister Katie R. Gilstrap reveals that she and her husband were Seventh-Day Adventists, but came into Church of God beliefs because
Seventh-Day Adventists would not accept the Passover. She wishes "Brother [J.H.] Nichols" could visit them, as they live in an isolated place and have no contact with
Church of God brethren. Mrs. Gilstrap noted that Advocate readers would probably not see the need of still keeping the seven days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread with
the two Sabbaths (March 31 and April 6 of that year, as she calculated, which is a day ahead), but she and her husband believed Christ and the disciples kept them, and we
should too, referring to Acts 12:3 and 20:6. Mrs. Gilstrap was pleased to see from the last copy of the Advocate that the Church of God people would keep the Passover of
1907 on the "correct" time, on the 15th night. She notes that they formerly kept Passover on the night of the 14th, and is happy to see a church not bound up in a creed
that doesn't turn from past errors. The Gilstraps had kept the Passover since 1893, but knew of no one else who kept it at the time they did. Subsequently, Brother
Nichols, De Ford and a Dr. Reed took up this truth, De Ford wrote it in Azazel, Dr. Reed in Gleanings, and both later in the Advocate [footnote 153 - Advocate, April 4, 1907,
p. 251].

The Advocate of that same year also carried a letter of an Elder Richardson of London supporting observance of Passover on the night of the 14th, March 28 of that year.
J.F. Flory of Lemoore, California kept the Passover with ten others at his house. First they had a supper, then washed each other's feet, had the bread and cup, and sang an
hymn.” [footnote 154 - Advocate, April 16, 1907, p. 259] (History of the Seventh Day Church of God, chapter 9).

One wonders if the Gilstraps had any relationship to Greenberry G Rupert? Did they have any influence in convincing Herbert Armstrong to observe these days given that
they had observed these days since 1893. J. G Gilstrap became a Church of God minister and remained so into the 1920s. In fact Katie Gilstrap wrote an article on the spring
holy days and their relationship to Christ’s crucifixion and she and Mr Armstrong corresponded about the Passover vs Lord’s Supper issue (Mr Armstrong’s letter to Katie
Gilstrap, HWAP Collection). This led him to look further into the issue and may well have led him to look into and subsequently observe all the holy days. Details on her
article in the References.
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Katie Gilstrap wrote at least one article discussing how the spring Holy Days meshed with the arrest and crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Herbert Armstrong’s 1928 letter to Katie
was in response to that article. Perhaps as a result of her influence, Herbert Armstrong started in the spring of 1928 an intense personal Bible study of the Holy Days. The
record of this study has been preserved in his personal papers. His study apparently led him to start observing Unleavened Bread by the spring of 1929.

M According to Richard Nickels

“Clarence O. Dodd states that he began to keep the Passover in 1928, and immediately began keeping the other Feast Days of the year. "After being thwarted in a
determined effort to teach the importance of keeping these Holy Days in the group in which he was then affiliated," Elder Dodd "broke away and inaugurated a magazine
to proclaim the importance of this great Truth."

Dodd had been instrumental along with A.N. Dugger during the 1933 Church of God, Seventh Day split, helping to form the Salem, West Virginia faction. He served as
Secretary-Treasurer through the spring of 1939. When the church reacted strongly in opposition to his Feast Day teaching and asked him to resign, Elder Dodd began a new
magazine in March, 1937, in order to continue to teach the keeping of the Feast Days.” (Origin and History of the Sacred Name Movement, p. 1)

Wi Unfortunately, some rather strange groups observe the feast days, such as World Mission Society Church of God. You can read their beliefs here
https://watvwelcome.org/en/truth/

il The Seventh Day Church of God based at Caldwell, Idaho has been observing the Holy Days since the 1930s and split from the ‘back to Salem’ group (that is my
understanding) and formed a separate group around 1950. It reiterates Holy Day observance in their booklet Doctrinal Points. The Church of God, p. 3).

Xix Kiesz mentions his observance of the holy days together with Herbert Armstrong in his article Information on Herbert W Armstrong: “It was in the fall of 1937 when Elder
Armstrong’s credentials were revoked by the Salem Church of God organization. The reason given by the Board of Twelve for this action was because he taught and kept
the annual Feast days ... Sister Kiesz and | assisted in the Feast of Tabernacles at Eugene, Oregon, in 1941, and again in 1944, and the last one | attended by myself at
Belknap Springs, sixty miles east of Eugene, 1945. We lived in Canon City, Colorado, most of the time from 1940 to 1950. It was during part of January and part of February,
1945, that Herbert held us a fairly successful evangelistic campaign in Canon City ...

In his booklet History of the Church of God (7" Day) he makes mention of the holy days: Year 1934 - "there was a wonderful campmeeting held in Salem during the time of
the Feast of Pentecost, and another one at St. Joseph, Missouri in the fall of during the Feast of Tabernacles. Many new and independent Sabbath-keepers were added to
the fold for the next several years, but troubles soon arose." (p. 88)

Year 1935 - "there was a blessed and success-ful campmeetng held at Jefferson, Oregon; and the fall campmeeting was held during the time of the Feast of Tabernacles at
Galena, Kansas." (p. 88)

Presumably Kiesz continued to observe these days privately, even though he was a Church of God (seventh day) member, which did not sanction them, but permitted
observance by members.

'“In 1900, the Feast of Tabernacles was formally celebrated by the Southern Baptists at Falls Creek Encampment. There are pictures of the original Falls Creek Tabernacle
with the blowing of the shofar to call to service. It was also celebrated heavily among those in the south, known as Bush Arbors, as late as the 1960s. From this movement
came the history of tent revivals, which birthed the world-wide evangelist Billy Graham.” (Wikipedia, “Christian observances of Jewish holidays”)
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Refer also to https://www10.dict.cc/wp _examples.php?lp id=1&lang=en&s=Feast%200f%20Tabernacles

Churches of God, Christian Messianics, Jewish Messianics and semi-Messianics such as Chuck Missler and the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem either observe or
understand, to some degree, the typology of the holy days.

[emphasis mine for all references above]

See the Appendix. Extract from Mount Zion Reporter (date unknown):
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